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Ernest and
Color Blaze: 
Making Gender Reveal a Blast



When it comes to memorable moments in life, finding out the gender 
of a baby-to-be is right at the top of the list — what could be more  
exciting? So when Color Blaze came to Ernest to help design a 
unique packaging solution for a truly one-of-a-kind gender reveal 
product, we couldn’t wait to get to work. 

Ernest and Color Blaze Put 
the Boom in Boom Box



The new  
baby boom

Color Blaze is the premier provider of wholesale and commercial-use color powder to 

customers in the U.S. and Canada. The bright-colored powders can be used for all 

kinds of fun — from celebrating the Hindu Holi festival, also known as the festival of 

colors or the festival of love, to throwing at runners during color run fundraising events.  

All Color Blaze powders are made from food-grade, biodegradable products with FDA-

approved dyes. And the best part — cleanup is a breeze.  

With gender reveal parties and schemes becoming ever more creative and elaborate, 

the folks at Color Blaze recently dreamed up a new product that’s one-of-a-kind and all-

American: The Color Blaze Boom Box. 

Forget pink balloons and blue-frosted cupcakes. Color Blaze teamed up with Tannerite® 

to create the ultimate gender reveal package. By combining ten pounds of pink or blue 

color powder with a one-pound Tannerite® Binary Reactive Target, customers can make 

their gender reveal an event to remember by shooting the target with a rifle and causing 

the color powder to literally explode. 

The only thing missing was the perfect packaging solution. Color Blaze used a simple, 

heavy-duty box for shipping. Once the customer received the kit, they would have to 

open it, take out the contents, mix the Tannerite® and arrange the contents so that the 

bags of powder were sitting on top of the target.

Color Blaze wanted a package design that allowed customers to set it up without 

spilling the beans before the big reveal. If the contents shifted too much and were 

damaged during shipment, the color could leak, which would ruin the surprise.



My wife’s grandfather worked for Fender 
for many years. That video showed 
Ernest’s capacity beyond being just 

another box company. It’s pretty cool 
when you can take what could be a boring 

product and make it fun and exciting.

“

A box built 
to destroy

When Ernest initially reached out to Color Blaze to sell them standard 

packaging supplies, they struck a chord with the company’s owner, 

Bryan Kort by sending a link to the (now infamous) Cardboard Fender 

Stratocaster. He was intrigued. 

Ernest began working with Bryan and the company’s marketing agency, 

Maximo, to come up with a custom packaging design that would 

meet all of their requirements for the Boom Box, which were a little 

complicated. The idea was to create a complete packaging solution 

that would make the setup process easy and keep the color inside 

concealed until the very last moment.

The person setting up the reveal has to be able to take the Tannerite® 

target out of the package, mix in the aluminum powder that makes it 

ready for action (it’s completely safe until mixed, and even then only 

explodes when shot — no other force is strong enough), and replace it 

inside the box next to the color powder. And in case the person setting 

up the reveal is not the one who ordered it, the design has to make this 

step possible without revealing the color powder. This was the biggest 

challenge. Finally, they needed a lightweight box that would allow for 

maximum color explosion, while still being strong enough to support the 

weight of the contents during shipment and protect them from damage.  

The Ernest design team worked closely with its vendor partners, 

experimenting with size, materials and structure until they were able to 

create the box-within-a-box design that met Color Blaze’s requirements. 

Bryan Kort 
President and Owner, Color Blaze



The outer packaging is a 12x15x10 litho-laminated, die-cut corrugated 

box with the Color Blaze design (building the excitement without giving 

away what’s inside). It also features the Tannerite® target printed so 

it’s clearly visible to the shooter, and aligned correctly with the inner 

contents for the best possible impact (literally). Inside is a smaller, more 

lightweight 6x6x6 e-flute corrugated box that holds (and conceals) the 

color powder. 

The biggest challenge for the design team was to prevent any 

unanticipated exposure of the color of the powder. The user had to be 

able to remove the Tannerite®, add the activator and replace it in the 

box without ever seeing the powder. To accomplish this, the Ernest 

team engineered a perforated flap on the front of the box that’s easy to 

open. Color Blaze didn’t want to have to glue the interior box in place, 

so the team had to engineer a tight-fitting solution that allowed the user 

to access and replace the ingredients without ruining the surprise. 



Color Blaze launched the Boom Box in August 2018, selling it through 

their online store and also through the Tannerite® website. Gun 

enthusiasts around the country are loving the explosive announcement 

— and the perfect social media moments it creates. The company is 

working on getting their unique product into the big box stores soon, 

and also plans to expand their range to include other fun events, such 

as revealing what school you got into with college colors, or just a fun 

way to blow off a little colorful steam and more.

In addition to expanding their Boom Box range, Color Blaze hopes to 

grow their ecommerce channel by adding new products, too. Whatever 

their needs, they can count on Ernest to bring the engineering expertise 

that will help them create unique packaging solutions, and get more 

bang for their buck. 

What’s next?

“

Bryan Kort 
President and Owner, Color Blaze

We knew what we wanted to do, 
but we needed Ernest’s expertise 
and design assistance to make it 

happen. We ended up with a great 
product. Ernest added real value 
to this ground-up development.
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To find out how Ernest can help you design 
a unique packaging solution for any need, 
contact us today. 

800.233.7788 
inquiry@ernestpkg.com


